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	Wisconsin Probationary License Guide
What changes for drivers under 18 once the probationary license is issued — a minimum 9-month stage before a regular license.
	PROBATIONARY
9 MO. MINIMUM



	1
	DAYTIME DRIVING — 5:00 AM to Midnight
Your teen can drive alone and go anywhere. Any number of immediate family members may ride along. Beyond family, they may also have one of the following: one person who doesn't live in the household (any age), OR one licensed adult age 21+ with at least 2 years of driving experience, OR a spouse age 19+.



	2
	NIGHTTIME DRIVING — Midnight to 5:00 AM
Driving is only allowed for trips between home, school, or work. During these hours, a parent, legal guardian, or other qualified licensed adult must be in the car. Immediate family members or one other person may also ride along.



	3
	DEMERIT POINTS & VIOLATIONS
Points double for a second and any later moving violation before your teen turns 18 (equipment violations under Wis. Stat. 347 do not double). 12–30 points in a 12-month period = 6-month suspension. More than 30 points = 1-year suspension.



	4
	LICENSE CANCELLATION RISK
If your teen was convicted of a violation in the months before receiving the probationary license (i.e., while on a permit), the DMV may cancel the new license. They'd then need to go 6 months violation-free before reapplying.



	5
	UPGRADING TO A REGULAR LICENSE
At 18 years and 10 months, a card arrives by mail with instructions to visit the DMV and upgrade to a regular license. Doubled points stop applying once the regular license is issued.



	● ● ● QUICK REFERENCE

	✓
Daytime (5 AM–Midnight): drive alone, anywhere.
	✓
Nighttime (Midnight–5 AM): home, school, or work only — licensed adult required.
	✓
Points double until 18. 12–30 pts = 6-mo. suspension; 30+ = 1 year.
	✓
Regular license notice arrives automatically at 18 yrs., 10 mo.

	



Congratulations on this exciting step toward independence!

	QUESTIONS? WE'RE HERE TO HELP.
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